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Editorials, commentaries, letters 
to the editor and comics. PAGE 4
SNO-SHOW
Swim meet and other athletics 
get canceled because of winter 
weather. SPORTS PAGE





TUES. 32o / 17o
WED. 34o / 26o
Western gets donation establishing 
an $1 million endowed professorship 
in horticulture named for local nursery 
owner.
Administrators hope to cover 
every base, and every building, 
in case of an emergency.
Every non-residential 
building on campus will be 
staffed with two faculty and staff 
members who will be trained to 
deal with emergencies by this 
fall, said Deborah Wilkins, chief 
of staff and general counsel.
The members of the Building 
Emergency Safety Team were 
chosen in November, Wilkins 
said.
BEST members won’t be 
stationed in dorms, she said.
The training, which is 
building-specific, began this 
month and should end in July, 
Wilkins said.
BEST members will lead 
procedures in case of a tornado, 
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ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERAlD
Amanda Landsberg, a senior from Hendersonville, Tenn., walks by the fine arts center on her way to class Tuesday morning. Western students woke up to a campus 
covered in ice after a winter storm hit the Bowling Green area freezing trees and roads.
EMIlY-ROSE BENNETT/HERAlD
Louisville sophomore Victoria Talbert receives aid from Western 
professors Mark Ciampa, Mark Revels, Phillip Coleman and Jeff 
Butterfield, after being struck by a tree outside Grise Hall on Tuesday 
morning. Talbert was conscious when paramedics arrived shortly 
after the incident to assist at the scene.
lUKE SHARRETT/HERAlD
A Red Line shuttle bus makes a U-turn in front of the Mass Media 
and Technology Hall after an ice-covered tree fell, blocking the 1500 





Mother Nature drenched Western’s 
campuses in rain, sleet, snow and a 
storm of weather-related problems this 
week. 
But Western’s not alone in battling 
the weather.
The ice storm left many Kentuckians 
without power and could continue 
wreaking havoc as temperatures stay 
cold.
It’s the second-largest power outage 
recorded in the state, with power 
outages stretching across the western 
and eastern parts of the Kentucky, 
according to a press release from the 
Kentucky Public Service Commission. 
They expect some residents to be 
without power for several days.
The inclement weather started last 
weekend when cold air came in from 
the north and hot air came in through 
the south, said Greg Goodrich, assistant 
professor of geography and geology.
When the storm hit Bowling Green, 
the rain was hot while it was in the 
sky, he said. But the cold ground made 
it freeze. 
It’s not likely to warm up until this 
weekend, Goodrich said.
At Western, winter weather 
caused an injury, school closings and 
technology problems.
Louisville sophomore Victoria 
Talbert was treated and released from 
the Medical Center Tuesday after a tree 
limb  struck her, said Tommy Newton, 
assistant director of media relations. 
The incident happened near Grise 
Hall, said Phillip Coleman, assistant 
computer information systems 
professor. 
Talbert complained of her head, 
neck and right side hurting, he said. 
Water freezes on trees causing them 
to break quickly, Goodrich said.
People should avoid walking under 
trees, Goodrich said. They should also 
avoid walking near trees leaning on 
power lines because trees could fall 
and snap power lines, which could 
electrocute someone.
A new financial plan from 
the Downtown Redevelopment 
Authority could change the look 
of new Western parking, but not 
the substance.
The downtown parking 
structure that Western is 
planning to lease after its 
completion will have fewer 
floors than originally planned 
and nearly 300 fewer parking 
spaces, Mayor Elaine Walker 
said.
Though less space is initially 
available, Western’s number of 
spaces in the garage will remain 
the same, Walker said.
Mary Cohron, chairperson of 
the authority, said downtown 
redevelopment plans had to be 
changed because collapsing 
financial markets made it 
difficult to sell the bonds to pay 
for the projects.
The Warren County 
magistrates had to move quickly 
to find a way around the lack of 
buyers and have enough money 
to move ahead with the project, 
Cohron said.
“The only doable option was 
to use new market tax credits 
for private development,” said 
Cohron. “Originally the plan 
was going to cost $30 million, 
but the market issues forced 






Western battles winter storm
out in the
S e e  P L A N ,  p a g e  6




Thursday, January 29, 2009





The Board of Regents meets at 10 a.m. 
on Friday to discuss issues including a 
120-hour bachelor’s degree program.
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in the shadow of the Hill
Text messages sent or received in one month 
by Andrew Acklin, 17.
DAY
Fill in the grid so that 
every row, every column
and every 3x3 box 
contains the digits 
1 through 9 with no 
repeats. Solution, tips






Dollars paid for a watermelon in northern 
Japan, setting the record for most expensive 
watermelon ever. 
Concrete blocks broken by bare hand in 4.86 sec-
onds. The feat was accomplished by 40-year-old Ed 
Byrne.
Source: www.worldrecordsacademy.org
James Walker, 68, of Bowling Green has strong ties to State Street. He eats, sleeps and works on State Street. As 
the custodian at State Street Baptist Church 
for the past 17 years, Walker is in charge of 
making sure the century-and-a-half-year-old 
structure is ready for services on Sunday 
and Wednesday nights. During the winter 
months, he bundles up in a heavy coat and 
a venerable leather cap to shovel snow and 
salt the icy sidewalk in front of the church. 
Not only does Walker work for the church, 
he worships there as well. “Faith is my life,” 
Walker said. “I trust and depend on God for 
all things. I believe in Jesus Christ, his son, 
that he died for my sins, and I’m just happy to 
be a part of that life.” Walker lives with his 
wife, Earnece, three doors up from the church 
on State Street. Their modest home houses 
an extensive collection of jazz records from 
the likes of Miles Davis, John Coltrane and 
Charlie Parker. Walker also enjoys playing 
his classical guitar and reading books about 
Freemasonry in his spare time.
Since moving from St. Louis to Bowling 
Green to work at the Corvette factory in 
1981, Walker has seen the community 
change in many ways. “I’ve seen Bowling 
Green change a lot, very positive changes,” 
Walker said. “I’ve seen it grow. Politics, the 
religious life and the social life. I’ve seen 
changes on this street itself. We don’t have 
as many members. Many older members 
have passed on.”
Report
u Paul Blewett, Pearce-Ford Tower, reported 
on Jan. 28 that his PlayStation 3, five PS3 
games, iPod with red headphones, Sony 
memory stick, Sony memory stick adaptor 
and ethernet cable were stolen from his room. 
The value of the theft was $1,200.
Arrest
uKimberly Toogood, Louisville, was 
arrested on Jan. 27 and charged with theft 
by unlawful taking. She was released the 
next day on a $520 cash bond.
Crime reportst
This semester Herald photojournalists find interesting 
stories on the edges of campus. 
College HeigHts HeraldJanuary 29, 2009 Page 3
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FACILITIES
ARTIST RENDERING
Construction has become as 
much a staple on the Hill in 
recent years as red towels at 
basketball games. 
This semester, that trend will 
continue.
Here are some projects that 
are ongoing this semester:
College of Education 
and Behavioral 
Sciences 
Foundation work has begun 
on the $35 million project, 
Senior Project Manager Ben 
Johnson said.
The building, located 
across from Mass Media and 
Technology Hall on Normal 
Drive, will be Leadership in 
Energy and Environment Design 
certified.
The certification ensures 
that a building will be 
environmentally responsible, 
profitable and healthy.
The project will be complete 
in December 2010, according to 
the Capital Construction Project 
Status Report.
The general contract was 
awarded to A & G Construction 
from Paducah in October, 
said Bryan Russell, director 
of planning, design and 
construction. 
Preston Center 
The steel frame for the 
expansion is being built, Russell 
said.
That space will include a 
weight room and cardio room, 
Project Manager Kerra Ogden 
said.
A new multi-purpose room 
will replace the old weight 
room, she said.
Officials conducted a survey 
of students and faculty to 
determine what should go in the 
new addition, Russell said.
The $8.4 million project is 
scheduled to be complete by 
December, according to the 
status report.
Snell Hall 
The new classroom and lab 
building is expected to be ready 
for classes in the fall, Russell 
said.
The $33 million project 
began in fall 2007 and is part 
of the renovation of the science 
campus, he said.
Van Meter Hall  
Scheduled to be complete 
by June 2010, the $20.3 million 
project is currently in the 
demolition phase, Russell said.
The building will undergo 
a complete renovation and get 
a 14,000 square foot addition 
including a new dressing room, 
green room and orchestra pit, 
Ogden said.  
Van Meter was built in 1910. 
Construction crews are trying to 
maintain the building’s history, 
Russell said.
Smith Stadium 
The about $50 million project 
is essentially complete, Russell 
said.
New turf for Feix Field will 
be laid by March, according to 
the status report.
The project also included 
building a new west grandstand 
and renovating the east 
grandstand.
Classes returned to the 




and Columbarium  
Bids for the $1.6 million 
project will be accepted in 
February, Johnson said.
Plans for the non-sectarian 
chapel will be reviewed by a 
design committee, he said.
It’s expected to be complete 
by March 2010, according to 
the status report.
Paul C. Orberson 
Clubhouse 
The $800,000 project is in 
the design phase, Russell said.
The project was awarded to 
Taylor Whitney Architects of 
Lexington and will be ready 
for the 2010 season, Athletics 
Director Wood Selig said.
The baseball clubhouse 
will be located near the indoor 
batting facilities, Russell said.
Science and 
Technology Hall 
The building will house the 
math department and the offices 
of the Dean of Ogden College 
after the renovation is complete, 
Russell said.
STH was built in 1925. It has 
been gutted and new electrical 
and plumbing systems have 
been installed, according to the 
status report. The renovation 
is expected to be finished this 
fall. 
The $7 million renovation 
began last fall, Johnson said.
JOSH MOORE
news@chherald.com
Construction projects continue on campus
wkuherald.com
student news. faculty news. alumni news. all news.
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A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
Time out
EDITORIAL
Regents should wait to extend Elson’s contract
The issue: The Board of Regents will vote Friday on a four-
year extension for head football coach David Elson’s contact. 
If approved, the extension would make Elson the head coach 
through the 2016 season.
Our view: Whether or not Elson deserves the extension, the 
board should deal with this issue closer to the end of Elson’s 
current contract and should avoid such a large commitment this 
far in advance.
Imagine for a second that two years after a new president was 
elected, Congress called for a vote on offering the young leader 
a second term.
Regardless of his accomplishments during those first couple 
years, most Americans would probably not want to reward their 
president before he had the chance to fully prove himself during 
his first term.  
While that example may seem preposterous, Western football 
fans will face a similar situation if Elson’s contract extension gets 
approved.
Talk of longer contracts this early not only contradicts the 
recent efforts Western has made to cut costs and conserve its 
tightened budget, but seems to be a classic case of “counting your 
chickens before they hatch.”
Such a move becomes even more confounding when you 
consider the $50 million that Western has already poured into the 
improvements and renovations of Smith Stadium in conjunction 
with the football team’s jump to the football bowl subdivision.
Despite feeling that Western officials should shelve this debate 
for now, the Herald isn’t implying that Elson is undeserving of 
such an extension after his team posted a 2-10 record. 
He faces a tough situation with Western entering its first 
season at the highest level of college football. The schedule will 
be less forgiving but the fans and the media will still demand 
immediate results.
Elson should be given a chance to prove his merit as the face of 
this new era in Western football. The four years remaining on his 
current contract would allow him ample time to do just that.
Once the 2012 season arrives, Elson’s record should be a 
determining factor for whether he continues as head coach.
Western needs to make that decision at that time and avoid 
acting prematurely.
The Herald’s position isn’t about a lack of faith in the individual. 
American society is built on allowing individuals the opportunity 
to succeed and then rewarding them once they prove themselves. 
Be it the president of the university or the head football coach, 
following that principle will go a long way in ensuring future 
success at Western.
But taking the opposite approach just doesn’t make sense.
     




sages telling us we 
still have to go to 
class.
TOPS  to West-





TOPS to good 
weather for Snug-
gies.
BOTTOMS to it 
still being the first 
week.
TOPS to the first 
week being almost 
over.
Vote J. Marshall Hughes for Kentucky Senate
The Warren and Butler County Executive Committees met in 
joint session and chose J. Marshall Hughes as the Republican 
candidate for the Kentucky’s 32nd Senate District to replace 
Brett Guthrie following his election to the U.S. Congress. 
J. Marshall Hughes, along with C.B. Embry and Ray B. White 
as their adviser, founded the WKU College Republicans nearly 
50 years ago. Serving as the first president of the organization, 
he laid the groundwork for the group to be the thriving political 
organization it is today. Since then Hughes has become a 
prominent Bowling Green attorney and a generous member of 
his community. 
In response to his nomination, I am honored to endorse J. 
Marshall Hughes for Kentucky State Senate on behalf of the 
WKU College Republicans organization. His leadership and 
citizenship should serve as a model to all those who inspire to 
become engaged in politics, and future lawyers. 
J. Marshall Hughes will represent us well in Frankfort; 
his dedication to Western will keep education a priority in 
Kentucky. He will give Bowling Green a voice to allow us to 
be an economically sound community.
I ask for you to support and vote for J. Marshall Hughes for 
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The opinions expressed 
in this newspaper 
DO NOT reflect those of 
Western’s employees 
or of its administration.
The Herald encourages 
readers to write letters 
and commentaries 
on topics of public 
interest.  Here are a few 
guidelines:
 
1. Letters should not exceed 
250 words, and commen-
taries should be 700-800 
words.
2. Originality counts. Please 
don’t submit plagiarized
work.
3. For verification, letters and 
commentaries MUST include 
your name, phone number, 
home town and classification 
or title.
4. Letters may not run in 
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the 
right to edit all letters for 
style, grammar, length and 
clarity.  The Herald does NOT 
print libelous submissions.
College HeigHts Herald Page 5January 29, 2009
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Chuck’s Wine & Spirits
386 Three Springs Rd. 
(270) 781-5923
Chuck’s Liquor Outlet
575 Veterans Memorial Ln. 
(270) 846-2626
Chuck’s Of Hartland
1660B Scottsville Rd. 
(270) 393-7077
Chuck’s Evans Liquor Outlet
3513 Louisville Rd. 
(270) 842-6015
Don’t be surprised if you turn a few heads!
suntancity.com
  r e l a x  •  u n w i n d  •  i n d u l g e
New Customers Only. One time use only. Fast level bed only.  Valid only at 
the locations listed. See salon for details. Expires 2/16/09





(Next to Barnes & Noble)
1680 Campbell Lane • Bowling Green, KY
HRL gives BSA’s $1-per-hour raise
Four quarters won’t even 
buy a soda from the vending 
machines on campus, but many 
of the building service attendants 
who clean Western’s dorms are 
glad to have the change.
Housing and Residence Life 
gave its BSA staff a $1-per-hour 
raise starting this month, HRL 
Director Brian Kuster said.
Katherine Bond, who has 
cleaned the lobbies of Barnes-
Campbell and Bemis Lawrence 
halls for three years, said BSAs 
got an e-mail about the change 
on Dec. 20, but many didn’t 
read it until after they returned 
from Winter Break.
“Everyone is ecstatic about 
it,” she said. 
HRL wants a 3 percent 
increase in the cost of room 
and board this fall because of 
higher minimum wage and 
utility costs, Kuster said. The 
3 percent increase will fund the 
BSA raise.
Minimum wage will go from 
$6.55 to $7.25 on July 1.
HRL decided to increase 
BSAs wages because the old 
BSA starting wage of $7.80 an 
hour wouldn’t have been much 
more than the new minimum 
wage, Kuster said.
Staff Regent Tamela Smith 
said she supports the BSAs 
getting a raise.
“They are some of the 
lower paid employees at the 
university,” she said. “I’m sure 
that it’s gonna help out with gas 
prices and things like that.”
Bill Reynolds, who cleans 
the second through fifth floors 
of Barnes, agrees.
“I think it will help out a 
good bit,” Reynolds said.
He started working full-time 
this month.
He had been laid off for most 
of last year before being hired 
to work part-time for HRL in 
October, so the raise means a lot 
to him, he said.
“The extra money comes in 
handy,” he said.
HRL’s 3 percent rate increase 
will go before the Student Life 
Foundation board for approval 
this semester.
SLF is a nonprofit organization 
that owns all of Western’s dorms. 
Western manages the dorms and 
SLF reimburses Western through 
room and board fees.
Kuster said he expects the 
board to approve the increase.
The 3 percent increase for 
students is a good bargain, 
Kuster said.
“I know that other state 
schools are looking at higher 
increases than that,” he said.
Most schools are asking for 
an increase in the range of 5 to 
8 percent, he said.
A raise for BSAs who work in 
other buildings, such as academic 
buildings, has been submitted to 
administrators, said Bob Ware, 
director of facilities management.
Administrators will 
determine how much of a raise 
those BSAs will get, he said.
The starting salary for non-
dorm BSAs is $7.76 an hour, 
said Judy Blankenship, manager 
for building services.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
“They’re kind of like hall 
monitors in grade school,” she 
said of BEST members.
Every building on campus 
has an emergency action plan, 
said Susie Johnson, lab safety 
officer for the environment, 
health and safety department.
The plans include building 
layouts, emergency checklists and 
after-hours policies, according to 
Western’s Web site.
Johnson helped update the 
plans by adding new procedures 
and formatting them so they are 
easy to update, she said.
Johnson also added an active 
shooter training video to the 
PowerPoint presentation that 
BEST members watch during 
training. The video outlines 
what BEST members should do 
if there’s a shooter on campus.
BEST was implemented 
through Western’s Emergency 
Management Plan, which was 
updated Dec. 8, according 
to the plan. The 10-step plan 
also calls for improvements in 
telecommunications and security 
at the community college.
Wilkins said students will 
receive text messages and e-mails 
every 30 minutes updating them 
on emergency situations, even if 
nothing has changed.
Certain numbers have been 
prioritized for text messaging, 
she said.
“If you, me and President 
Ransdell are all trying to send a 
text message, Gary’s is going to 
go through first,” Wilkins said.
Two cameras were also 
installed at South Campus, 
according to the plan.
The cameras will help the 
police department patrol, said 
Mike Dowell, staff service 
commander for the Western 
Police Department.
“We can see an incident 
as it starts to unfold and 
dispatch members of the police 
department before it escalates,” 
Dowell said.
He said fights on Oct. 22 




Bill Reynolds of Bowling Green cleans the third floor bathroom in Barnes-Campbell hall. 
reynolds, along with other building service attendants on campus, is receiving a $1 per hour raise 




The new market tax credits 
require dedicating a portion of 
taxes on new revenue generated 
by Graves-Gilbert Clinic, The 
Medical Center and Western 
to buy the land for the garage, 
begin building and finish the 
baseball park as planned, 
Walker said. They are expected 
to generate $9 million.
The authority also created a 
sister group known as a Special 
Purpose Entity designed to focus 
solely on the redevelopment 
planning, Cohron said. 
Although the SPE has the same 
members as the authority, it was 
designed to hasten the project’s 
completion. 
President Gary Ransdell said 
that he hasn’t been involved in 
the refinancing discussion.
“I just hope they do 
whatever’s necessary to move it 
along,” he said.
Western will pay about 
$250,000 a year for 20 years 
to lease 200 parking spots and 
then pay the same amount for 
300 spots for another 10 years.
After 30 years, Western will 
pay $1 per year for the spaces.
That money will be used 
to repay the cost of building 
of the structure, said Kevin 
Brooks, attorney for the Warren 
County Downtown Economic 
Authority.
“Western’s $250,000 
commitment was long term,” 
said Brooks. “We look forward 
to advancing this project with 
them for years to come.”
The city commission will 
address the financing at the next 
meeting on Feb. 3.
Cohron said that after the 
decision is made they will buy 
the property and move ahead 
with the project as planned.
“The ground is ‘shovel 
ready,’” Cohron said. “It means 
a lot to all of us and it’s essential 
we move ahead as quickly as 
possible.”
College HeigHts HeraldPage 6 January 29, 2009
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                                 Must Purchase 3 Pizzas    Offer Expires 6-30-08
Please mention coupon when ordering. One coupon per person per visit at participating Pizza Hut locations. Not valid in
combination with any other special offer or coupon. Valid on Carryout or Delivery where available. Limited delivery area. 
Delivery charge may apply.
Must Purchase 3 Pizzas . ffer Expires 12/30/09
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Iced trees bring harm, beauty to campus
I never thought that trees 
would be my enemy. But 
Tuesday, they declared war on 
our anything-but-quiet Western 
front, with thick coats of frozen 
water weighing them down 
enough to drop branch bombs 
all across our campus, which, I 
might add, has more trees than 
it has buildings to protect us.
Surprisingly, the student 
body suffered only one casualty, 
and since the unlucky soul 
wasn’t fatally injured and the 
university wasn’t sued out of 
its eyeballs, the rest of us kept 
our white flags in our pockets 
and trudged forward to class, 
albeit vulnerable and down a 
comrade.
I’ve climbed trees, I’ve 
fallen from them, I’ve written 
in notebooks made from them 
and heck, I’ve been breathing 
their waste products since 
the day I was born. But I’ve 
never feared them. So when 
Tuesday’s water-turned-ice 
escapade struck campus and the 
words “travel safely” in one 
text message from Western 
officials evolved into “please 
avoid walking under trees” in 
the next, I thought the world 
had turned upside-down.
Glasgow, Owensboro and 
Elizabethtown campuses 
escaped the triple threat of wet 
sidewalks, volatile trees and 
class, but main campus had no 
choice but to brave the winter 
storm, scurry under trees, and 
try to go about business as 
usual.
However, there’s hardly 
anything usual about an ice 
forest on campus.
A woman was reported 
running through campus, 
slowing down only when she 
had passed the trees looming 
over her path. A large icicle 
fell on my roommate’s face, I 
was late to class— ice makes 
you walk slow, see— and every 
professor talked about the 
weather to break the ice. (Pun 
intended.) 
So, I say, why stay inside 
when such interesting things 
were happening outside?
I don’t know if it was God 
or Canada or the Pacific Ocean 
or a combination thereof that 
sent the frozen rain our way, 
but anyone brave enough to 
walk outside could see that 
the crystal glaze covering the 
trees and plants was not a 
Bowling Green norm. Yes, 
avoiding the strange weather 
would have been safer, but 
the ice provided us with a 
beautiful prism to view the 
largely ignored beauty — and 
power — of the trees.
We talk of global warming 
and hurricane control, we build 
storm shelters and flood walls, 
we carry umbrellas and wear 
gloves. In other words, we’re 
aware of the weather’s potential, 
and we logically try to keep 
ourselves out of any harmful 
path it may take.
Occasionally, though, the 
line between harmful and 
beautiful is unclear, and we 
have to choose whether or 
not to subject ourselves to 
the climate’s whims. If we 
decide that weather conditions 
are health risks, we can protect 
ourselves within the comfort 
of walls and warmth. On 
the other hand, by choosing 
to go on with life when the 
environment is abnormal, we 
partake in the beauty of nature, 
even if we live on the edge by 
doing so.
The rain came. It froze. And 
it conquered our attention, if 
only for a moment, reminding 
us that we can run from the 
weather but we cannot hide 
from its splendor.
Welcome back, everyone. It’s 
going to be a beautiful semester. 
Watch out for those trees.
diversions@chherald.com
Jennifer Dooper
Officials canceled classes on 
the Elizabethtown, Owensboro 
and Glasgow campuses Tuesday 
and yesterday. The Ft. Knox 
and Radcliff campuses were 
closed Wednesday, according 
to Western’s Web site.
The Owensboro campus will 
be closed Thursday and Friday, 
Newton said in an e-mail. The 
Elizabethtown, Ft. Knox and 
Radcliff campuses are closed 
Thursday. 
Don Swoboda, dean of the 
Division of Extended Learning 
and Outreach, cited  hazardous, 
icy roads as the reason for 
canceled classes. 
“None of our regional 
campuses have dormitories,” he 
said. “They all have to drive.”
Officials canceled evening 
classes on main campus Tuesday 
and Wednesday, according to 
Western’s Web site.
Workers in Facilities 
Management pre-sprayed steps 
with a chemical that keeps ice 
from getting too thick, said Greg 
Fear of Facilities Management. 
But heavy rains diluted the 
spray, making it ineffective.
Workers also used salt and 
snowplows to clear walkways, 
he said.
“That’s why the sidewalks 
are clean,” Fear said of the 
plows. “They do the job of 10 
men, you know, 100 men.” 
AT&T users didn’t have cell 
service Tuesday because AT&T 
towers lost power because of 
ice, said Richard Kirchmeyer, 
vice president of Information 
Technology.
Officials couldn’t contact 
students, faculty and staff 
through text messaging because 
of the cell phone problems, he 
said. But officials used Western’s 
Web site, the radio and e-mail 
to send out information. 
Western’s radio station, 
WKYU-FM, can’t deliver that 
information now, though.
Ice on the station’s tower 
is stopping radio frequency 
from getting out, said Jack 
Hanes, director of educational 
telecommunications.
Listeners will hear nothing 
but static on the station until the 
ice melts, he said.
“We’re kind of at the 
mercy—at this point—of old 
Mother Nature,” Hanes said.
Winter
Plan
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  f r o n t  p a g e
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textbooks for the 
2008-09 school year.
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Instead of hearing about her 
mother and father’s history at 
Western, sophomore Keshia 
Mosley will now be able to tell 
them about hers too.
After spending her freshman 
season at Purdue, Mosley decided 
to leave the team and focus on 
her schoolwork and eventually 
decided to transfer to Western.
Western was one of the final 
two schools when Mosley was 
considering where to go out 
after high school.
“Once I decided to leave 
Purdue, (the next step) was 
mainly just to decide where I 
best fit,” Mosley said in her 
first press conference as a Lady 
Topper on Monday. 
“And considering Western 
was one of my options I was 
just like, ‘Okay, let me see if I 
can get back in this program,’ 
so I just took the initiative.”
Head coach Mary Taylor 
Cowles was excited that Mosley 
was interested in coming to 
Western and that she wanted to 
seriously talk about the option 
of playing for the Lady Toppers, 
Cowles said.  
Cowles also said that as 
her and her staff made phone 
calls to Purdue they liked the 
feedback they got on Mosley.
“Not only from an athletic 
standpoint and helping us put 
points on the board, but from 
a personality standpoint and a 
representation of our program, 
we knew we were really going 
to win big with getting Keshia 
on this transfer situation.”
While in high school, Mosley 
won a state championship at St. 
Martin DePorres High School 
in Detroit, her sophomore year 
before it closed as part of a 
consolidation effort to save 
money.
She later attended Detroit 
Community High School where she 
was a finalist for the McDonald’s 
All-American and Michigan Miss 
Basketball awards.
Mosley played in 29 games 
at Purdue and averaged 13.6 
minutes per game, led the 
team in field goal percentage 
with 49.7 percent and was 
the fifth highest scorer for the 
Boilermakers with 6.7 points 
per game.
Mosley, along with next 
year’s freshmen, will hit the 
court with a full returning Lady 
Topper roster next season.   
Mosley has already started 
practicing with the team, and 
has wasted no time being 
competitive with her new 
teammates, Cowles said.
“I just think time like that 
and experience on the floor with 
her teammates is extremely 
valuable, and I think a lot of that 
goes back on Keshia,” Cowles 
said. “And she and I have talked 
about it. Now the ball somewhat 
is in her court.”
How much Mosley is willing 
to work will determine how 
good of a Lady Topper she will 
be, Cowles said.
Western’s schedule was altered 
because of the weather. The team 
was scheduled to play Arkansas 
State tonight before school 
officials decided to postpone the 
game until 5:15 p.m. Monday, as 
part of a doubleheader with the 
Toppers in Jonesboro, Ark.
RYAN CAREY
sports@chherald.com
Mosley looking to make impact with Western
Finish
“We did not finish possessions,” 
McDonald said. “You can play hard for 
25 seconds out of a 35 second shot clock, 
and let down at the end. And yeah you 
were playing hard, but it’s that focus 
and that finishing part that at time we’re 
lacking.”
Both of Western’s conference losses 
were by a combined six points. They 
also dropped an 81-79 decision at 
Florida International on Jan. 8.
The Toppers had success on the 
road in conference early. They held on 
for a 69-66 victory at South Alabama 
on Dec. 18.
Many factors could be contributing 
to the lack of focus down the stretch. 
Depth, inexperience and hostile playing 
environments have pushed Western out 
of its comfort zone on the road. 
McDonald pointed to depth as a 
major issue late in games.
“We got five or six guys playing a 
lot of minutes,” McDonald said. “And 
if someone gets in foul trouble or the 
bench comes in and isn’t particularly 
productive then it puts a lot of pressure 
on the starters.”
Western has been looking for ways 
to improve on all of these factors and 
an improvement may be coming thanks 
to a new intensity and competitiveness 
in practice.
“Some people have complained about 
their legs not being fresh,” senior forward 
Steffphon Pettigrew said. “But I don’t 
want to say that’s the problem. We just 
haven’t been playing more as a team like 
we usually do. This week we’ve just been 
focusing on competing and getting better 
on both offense and defense.”
The practices have been fueled by 
drills that force the team to run after 
every turnover. Pettigrew said it has fired 
up the squad and brought them together.
In the end, the experienced players 
find that keeping a level head in the 
clutch can be a bigger factor than any 
physical attribute.
“It’s all mentality,” Pettigrew said. 
“You just have to take each day and 
just go in there and play hard.”
Tops, Lady Tops games at 
Arkansas State moved to Monday
Both the Toppers’ and Lady 
Toppers’ games scheduled for 
Thursday evening at Arkansas 
State have been moved to Monday, 
because of the inclement weather in 
both Bowling Green and Jonesboro, 
Ark. 
The snow and icy weather has posed 
a threat to Western’s six-hour trip for 
the game.
The women’s game will tip-off at 
5:15 p.m., the men’s game will follow 
at 8 p.m.
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  f r o n t
show
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  f r o n t
Some swimmers were disappointed that they 
didn’t see the speed of the Louisville swimmers 
but they still look toward the conference 
championships.
“I wanted to race some fast people. It’s always 
fun to race fast people because it makes you 
want to step up and it makes you want to go a 
little faster,” senior Kyle Johnson said. “But it 
doesn’t bother me. I am more focused on winning 
a conference championship than swimming fast 
against Louisville.”
With the meet being canceled, it allows the 
teams to regain their regular practice schedule 
without changing because of to a meet in the 
middle of the week. 
“I feel a little upset about it, but I am excited 
because it doesn’t really mess up our pre-
conference readiness for the team,” freshman 
Arrika Bales said. “It really worked out for us. 
We were going to have to switch around a couple 
of our sets and do them differently than they’ve 
ever been done before, but since we aren’t going 
to swim against Louisville, we got to switch them 
back.”
Since the Cardinals aren’t coming to 
Bowling Green before the Sun Belt conference 
championships, the Toppers enter in the 
conference meet with only one loss on it’s 
record, and the Lady Toppers come in with an 
unblemished record.
The Toppers and Lady Toppers will travel to 
Nashville to take on the rest of the Sun Belt on 
Feb. 18-21.
WOMAN’S BASKETBALL
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Now looking back, it 
probably wasn’t a bad move 
— Elson is now 45 years 
old and still young by head 
c o a c h i n g 
standards.
W e s t e r n 
needs to win 
at least three 
more games 










C o n f e r e n c e 
has flatlined. 
S e l i g , 
the current 
Sun Belt 
Commissioner, has done a 
good job though of forcing the 
bottom barrel teams to step 
up their efforts and improve 
facilities and budgets to make 
sure the Sun Belt is actually 
improving.
A bid to the New Orleans 
Bowl for Western would mean 
a hefty payout for the school 
and a few hours on ESPN, 
bringing great notoriety to the 
school.
The commentators would 
talk about the up-and-coming 
young guns at Western, the 
45-year-old Elson who they 
forecast within the next five 
years could become a hot 
coaching commodity thanks 
to his special “Elson-fense,” 
and the 29-year-old Robinson 
who has proven to be the Theo 
Epstein of college athletics.
Robinson, seeing the 
potential market for Elson, 
realizes they need to keep him 




and thinking it 
was his junior 
year of college 
when Selig 
made a big 
investment in 
Elson.





back, it was 
probably the 
right move, 
as crazy as it 
seemed at the 
time.
From day 
one, there probably weren’t as 
many people as enthusiastic 
about the transition as Elson 
was.
It was quite an investment 
Ransdell and Selig made, the 
economic times were terrible, 
the university was in a budget 
crisis, which they have since 
rebounded from and Smith 
Stadium was in desperate 
need of a new press box — 
and still is.
But now finally there is a 
light at the end of the tunnel 
with Elson. The rewards of the 
transition are taking shape.
And all it took was some 
patience and some believing. 
C o n t i n u e d  f r o m  s p o r t s  p a g e
“We want to win, we expect 
to win and I am confident that 
we will win at this level,” 
Selig said in a statement on 
Jan. 7. “Based on David’s 
previous success at WKU, 
coupled with his passion, 
dedication and loyalty to our 
university, I have no doubt 
we have the perfect person 
leading the charge for our 
football program.”
According to Ransdell, the 
financial terms of the contract 
will remain the same. Elson’s 
contract is currently $250,000 
per year.
Meyer said that he would 
have no problem with voting 
in favor of the extension since 
it won’t affect the salary.
According to Elson’s 
contract, if he were to leave for 
another school, he would have 
to compensate the university 
$500,000, and Western would 
have to compensate him the 
same amount if he were to be 
fired.
“We know where we 
were, where we are and the 
challenges we face to get 
where we want to be,” Elson 
said in a statement.  “No one 
is more disappointed in our 
record this past season than 
I am, but I see progress and 
improvement in many areas 
outside of wins and losses.”
When the 2009 season 
starts, the 37-year-old Elson 
will be the third youngest 
head coach in the Football 
Bowl Subdivision.
Elson will announce 
the 2009 recruiting class 









“We want to win, we 
expect to win and I am 
confident that we will 
win at this level.”
— Wood Selig
Athletics Director
Western needs to 
win at least three 
more games this 
season to become 
bowl eligible, and 
things look good. 
While there has 
been improvement in 
Western’s play, the 
Sun Belt Conference 
has flatlined.
On Friday, the Board of Regents will vote 
on the approval of football coach David Elson’s 
contract extension. It has been recommended 
that he receive a four-year extension through the 
2016 season.
“We felt Coach Elson and his staff will put 
us in a very solid position to continue at the 1-A 
level with success,” Athletics Director Wood 
Selig said in an interview last week. “He would 
be best served and the university would be best 
served if he had his full eight years.”
Elson has been the coach for Western since 
2003 and currently has a record of 39-32. He is 
up for an extension just after coaching Western 
to a 2-10 record, its worst in school history.
2009 will be the first year Western will be in 
the Sun Belt Conference and eligible for a bowl 
game berth.
“I don’t see why it wouldn’t pass,” Regent 
Jim Meyer said.  “I think you’ve got to give 
the team and players a chance to convert to the 
change.”
Before he became head coach, Elson was the 
defensive coordinator for the Hilltoppers’ 2002 
1-AA National Championship team.
The year is 2016, we’re in another election 
year and Western is right in the midst of another 
football season. 
The Toppers are 3-2 so far, but the town folk 
are saying that coach David Elson’s leash is short 
these days.
Nearly seven years ago in 2009, then-Western 
Athletics Director, Wood Selig, recommended 
that Elson’s contract be extended through 2016.
Elson was coming off the worst season in 
school history going 2-10, nevertheless the Board 
of Regents approved the extension, and Elson 
has been at the helm ever since.
Western just missed going to a bowl game in 
2011, and since that 2-10 season, Western has 
had just two other seasons with losing records.
But current Athletics Director Andrew 
Robinson has hung in there with Elson, saying 
that the transition is taking time and that Western 
can’t expect to earn a birth in the Football Bowl 
Subdivision playoffs every season.
I remember back in 2009 about how crazy 
folks thought Selig and President Gary Ransdell 
were when they suggested that Elson get the 
contract extension.
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SWIMMING & DIVING
Late game situations in road games have 
not seemed to be Western’s forte this season 
in the Sun Belt Conference.
It’s a problem head coach Ken McDonald 
is well aware of, and one that he is monitoring 
and trying to improve.
“I don’t know if we have regressed,” 
McDonald said. “I know we haven’t been 
consistent, and that’s what we’re trying to get 
to.”
The most recent late-game lapse came 
Saturday in Western’s 78-74 loss at Denver. 
McDonald pointed out two back-door situations 
that if Western (13-7, 7-2 Sun Belt Conference 
East Division) had defended them correctly, 
could have helped them come out on top.
DAVID HARTEN
sports@chherald.com
S e e  F I N I S H ,  p a g e  8
Tops learning 





Let’s play make believe in future football-land
MEN’S BASKETBALL
COLUMN
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MIKE STUNSON
sports@chherald.com
Regents to vote on Elson contract extension
FOOTBALL
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ARMANDO SANCHEZ/HERALD
Freshman Chris Donahue practices the freestyle stroke during swim practice Wednesday afternoon. Western was scheduled to host Louisville for the last meet of the season Wednesday but the match was 
canceled because of the weather. 
With the wintery weather conditions 
throughout the state of Kentucky, 
adaptations had to be made to everyone’s 
schedule to compensate for the weather. 
The swimming and diving teams of 
Western and the University of Louisville 
were no different when they decided to 
cancel the swim meet that was scheduled 
for Wednesday.
Talks between the two teams started 
Tuesday night and continued on Wednesday.
“We obviously started corresponding 
with the threats of weather, and then we 
finalized it this morning when Louisville 
determined they couldn’t make it down for 
safety reasons,” coach Bruce Marchionda 
said. “So the meet was canceled.”
With the cancellation, the coaching staff 
was a little disappointed but not heartbroken 
that they weren’t able to host Louisville.
“We’re disappointed that we didn’t have 
an opportunity to race against a very good 
team ranked 16th in the country on the 
men’s side and ranked 20th on the women’s 
side,” Marchionda said. “But to reschedule 
it would not be advantageous for us as a 










vs. North Texas — Noon
Men’s basketball 
vs. North Texas — 7 p.m.
Track and Field at Middle 
Tennessee Classic — 10 a.m.
Track and Field 
at Indiana Relays — 10 a.m.
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SUPERBOWL XLIII
KICKOFF — 5 P.M.
TV: NBC
Meet with 
Louisville 
canceled 
because of 
weather
